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Sawonl cnjoycd the exhausting |

.with President Ngo Dinh Diem
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LMUNICH-—Ten years ago in }\prcssion

“privilege of a long discussion

¢ *on deep background,” as our

- trade’s jargon puts,it.
The chief, though unavoidable,

" fault of reports on the Pentagon

“study is presenting only the
= American viewpoint. An Asian
during the crilical
©ycar 1961 may give the revela-
+-fons hetter perspective.

L. The thcﬁie of l')icm's sell-

;“ styled  “expose” was
~enormous ¢ifficulticsof
opelahnsf as aun aily of the
. ‘United States. He charged (hat

: W.{_shmgton never possessed

;‘A."a mixed. or ecven tentative,

© policy, depending upon

= provisation and reaction to
frevents rather than devotion to

I long-term goals. He Inrther

‘. charged that the State
Dcpattment the White House,

- the Pentagon and the Central .
Imellwerr’c sAgency, usualiy

:..at “odds, agreed only on re-

j“]ectmg his advice and -
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g . Diem was, to say the Jeast,

im- -

thc i

- best,

Lrram e -

_—
Dif
OVERWNELMING
_that  emerges

Diem's  “‘expose” - is  the
“proprictary”  Amcrican  al-
titude. By no accident, the-Pen="
“tagon papers also evinced the
arrogance that made it im-:
possible for the Uniled Stales {o

deal with Asians as equal
allics. Feeling thal il alone knew
the Uniled States was in-
capable of leading a coalilion.
Instead, Washington attempled
to drive the Vietnamese, judged
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“they by inapplicable American

standards, and ignored their:
advicg ‘ :
Prenccupied + by Laos just

before Viee President Lyndon B.
Johnson's visil in spring, 1961,
Diem said: “We do not under-
stand what policy the United
States wishes to apply . . . 1told

. the Americans the French were

- muel) “Williams (chief of the !
U8, Military  Assistance and |
Advisory Group) insisted the -
road wouldn't benefit Vietham -

'1'

iy conhovm sial. Some e\’planatloni

I'is, thercfore, desirable before *
¢ reporting his dctalled —and often
blttm —remarks. -

" Despite personal fondness for

the .doughty Diem, I was never !

s his champlon Indeed I sug-
'gestLd in print in November
»/1961, that he must go if South
Vzdnam and the American in-
there  were . to - be
zpreserved. He had, 1 felt then
¢ and still feel, bocome so isolated
i from his countrymen - and- so

s anli-American that he could no

< longer work effectively with the
two chiel forces that harbored

hope of salvation: first, of
.comso the people of South
= Vietnam,
+ States.
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'sabotaging Laos . . .

we wanted
to build a road from Attopeu (in
Laos) to Kntum (in Vietnam)
because Route 9 (the axis of
1971’s Laotian raid) was in-
convenient. Bul (Lt. Gen. Sa-

directly . .
ment Lold us:
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wvould lry to use the 1‘oad for
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aggressive purposes . . .
Supply routes, concentrated in
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southern Laos,- were later the
lifeline of the Communist attack.
Diem asserted that Washington
played deaf when he reported:
“In 1959, the-Cotnmunists began
infiltrating southern Laos . . .
when we notified the embassy
rf stepped-up guerriila activity,
they said we exaggerated. They
said it was my new . hobby to
demand extra troops.”

added:  “We

. Diem must,

_ decide on one poliey because it

is fatal to all southeast Asians

“*not to have a policy, The Lao-

- move

tians  still
Americans,

depend on | the
We told them fo
ailitarily, - but  the
Amcricans  are pushing
everyone (o smcldc"’
‘the

D, espite hyperbole

" characteristic of the stalements

regarding Vielnam, Digm thusn.
pointed oul the strategic key tol”
Indochina, Washmgton would
not ‘rccognize that key fOl.
another dccade . 51 :
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